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In a letter to M. Decurtius, written in the
summer of 1890, he said :

" So long as the hours of labour have no other
limit than the gain of the employer, no workman
can live a life worthy of a human being. The
humblest workman, no less than the man who is
rich and literate, has need of certain hours where-
in to cultivate his mind and soul ; and if such
hours are not permitted him he is lowered to the
state of a machine, or to that of a beast of burden.
What manner of nation will be formed by men
living in such conditions ? What must be the
domestic, social, or political life of such men ? "

And to another French correspondent in the
same year he wrote :

tc I do not believe that the powerful relations
of employers and employed will ever be safely
and solidly secured until the just and due pro-
portion between profits and wages shall have been
fixed, recognised, laid down, and publicly known
to govern all free contracts between capital and
labour. And further, inasmuch as values in
commerce must often vary, all such free contracts
ought to be subject to periodical revision every
three or five years, as may be mutually agreed
in the contract.3'

Manning's prestige in his own country had
become so great that his interest in social problems